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FIG. 2
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FIG. 3
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CROP CART LOADING SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] Not applicable to this application.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

[0002] Not applicable to this application.
BACKGROUND
Field of the Invention
[0003] The present disclosure relates generally to a crop

cart, and more specifically, to a crop cart loading system for
more efliciently loading a crop nto a crop cart.

Description of the Related Art

[0004] Any discussion of the related art throughout the
specification should 1n no way be considered as an admis-
sion that such related art 1s widely known or forms part of
common general knowledge 1n the field.

[0005] Crop carts are used to recetve a crop from a
harvester directly in the field during harvest. Crop carts can
also be used to transport seed to a planter. Crop carts are
typically used to receive, transport and unload various types
of field crops such as, but not limited to, sugar beets, carrots,
potatoes, onions, tomatoes, cucumbers, corn silage and the
like. Conventional crop carts are comprised of a trailer that
1s pulled by a tractor through the field next to the harvester.
Conventional crop carts include an open topped hopper that
receives various volumes of harvested crop from the har-
vester 1n real-time. When the hopper of the crop shuttle 1s
tull, the crop cart 1s transported to a location 1n the field to
unload to a truck or other transport device using an unload-
ing conveyor at the front of the hopper. The hopper includes
a floor conveyor that moves the crop forward toward the
unloading conveyor where the unloading conveyor 1s angled
upward to lift the crop upward from the crop shuttle into the
transport vehicle.

[0006] Crop carts are also used for transporting seeds for
planting. During such use, efliciently loading the crop cart
can be dithicult given both the need to protect the integrity
of the seeds and the desire for eflicient and thorough loading
of the hopper of the crop cart. As such, there 1s a need 1n the
art for new and improved crop cart loading and unloading
systems which load, unload, and transport harvested crops
and/or seeds to and from a crop cart.

SUMMARY

[0007] The mventive disclosure 1s directed to a crop cart
system for loading a crop. The system includes a crop cart
having a hopper and a conveyor mounted to the hopper. The
hopper has a floor and a sidewall extending from the floor to
an upper edge thereof. The sidewall defines a first end, a
second end opposite the first end, and an interior space for
accommodating a crop. The conveyor 1s mounted to the
hopper, and 1s configured to receive a crop at one of the first
and second ends, and to longitudinally translate the crop
above the floor toward the other of the first and second ends.
[0008] There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, some
of the embodiments of the crop cart loading system 1n order
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that the detailed description thereof may be better under-
stood, and in order that the present contribution to the art
may be better appreciated. There are additional embodi-
ments ol the crop cart loading system that will be described
heremnafter and that will form the subject matter of the
claims appended hereto. In this respect, before explaining at
least one embodiment of the crop cart loading system 1n
detail, 1t 1s to be understood that the crop cart loading system
1s not limited 1n its application to the details of construction
or to the arrangements of the components set forth in the
following description or illustrated 1n the drawings. The crop
cart loading system 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein are for the purpose of the description and
should not be regarded as limiting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] Example embodiments will become more fully
understood from the detailed description given herein below
and the accompanying drawings, wherein like elements are
represented by like reference characters, which are given by
way of illustration only and thus are not limitative of the
example embodiments herein.

[0010] FIG. 1 1s a front upper perspective view of an
exemplary embodiment of a crop cart in accordance with the
present disclosure.

[0011] FIG. 2 15 a rear upper perspective view of the crop
cart of FIG. 1, and shows an exemplary drive mechanism for
moving the stopper in accordance with the present disclo-
sure.

[0012] FIG. 3 15 a right side view of the crop cart of FIG.
1.

[0013] FIG. 4 15 a left side view of the crop cart of FIG.
1.

[0014] FIG. 5a 15 a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1.
[0015] FIG. 5b 1s a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n

a first stage of front to rear loading.

[0016] FIG. 5¢ 15 a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n
a second stage of front to rear loading.

[0017] FIG. 5d 1s a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n
a third stage of front to rear loading.

[0018] FIG. 6 1s a front upper perspective view of an
alternative embodiment of a crop cart 1n accordance with the
present disclosure.

[0019] FIG. 7 1s a front view of an additional alternative
embodiment of a crop cart in accordance with the present
disclosure.

[0020] FIG. 8a 1s a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1
configured for rear to front loading.

[0021] FIG. 856 1s a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n
a first stage of rear to front loading.

[0022] FIG. 8¢ 15 a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n
a second stage of rear to front loading.

[0023] FIG. 84 1s a top view of the crop cart of FIG. 1 1n
a third stage of rear to front loading.

[0024] FIG. 9 1s a schematic diagram of a control system
for controlling the longitudinal position of the stopper on the
clevated conveyor of the present disclosure.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A. Overview.

[0025] Turning now descriptively to the drawings, 1n
which similar reference characters denote similar elements
throughout the several views, FIGS. 1 through 84 illustrate
a crop cart system 10 which includes a hopper 20 having a
lower floor 22, a rear door 26, and an unloading end 27
operatively associated with, respectively, a floor conveyor
30, an elevated conveyor 80, and an unloading conveyor 60.
The system 10 can efliciently load and unload a field crop 14
into and out of a crop cart.

[0026] The hopper 20 includes a sidewall 24 extending
upward from the lower floor 22, an unloading door 28
movably connected to the unloading end 27, and an upper
opening 31 defined by an upper edge 33 of the sidewall 24
tor recerving the field crop 14 (FIGS. 556-5d and 856-8d). The
hopper 20 can be pivotally connected to a support frame 40
having a plurality of wheels 44 or a track system. At least
one actuator 50, 52 preferably connects the support frame 40
and the hopper 20 to lift the unloading end 27 of the hopper
20.

[0027] The crop cart system 10 1s capable of being pulled
from behind a vehicle similar to a trailer, or may have 1its
own engine, as power assist or to operate as 1ts own vehicle,
similar to a truck. The crop cart system 10 1s designed for
receiving, transporting and unloading various types of field
crops 14 such as, but not limited to, sugar beets, carrots,
potatoes, onions, tomatoes, cucumbers, corn silage and the
like. The crop cart system 10 may be utilized to receive,
transport and unload various types of crop seed, and may
also be utilized for transporting and recerving non-field
crops such as lime. In the description and claims of this
application, the term “crop” shall refer to any form of
harvested crop, field and non-field crops, and crop seeds for
planting.

B. Support Frame.

[0028] The support frame 40 has a front end 41a, a rear
end 415, a left side 41¢, a right side 414, and a longitudinal
axis 43 (FIG. 5a) extending from the rear end 415 to the
front end 41a. The support frame 40 may have various
shapes and structures capable of supporting the hopper 20.
By way of example, the support frame 40 can include a
plurality of wheels 44 rotatably attached to the sides of the
support frame 40 for movably supporting the support frame
40 above a ground surface. A first track 46 preferably
surrounds a plurality of wheels 44 on a first side of the
support frame 40, and a second track 46 preferably sur-
rounds a plurality of wheels 44 on a second side of the
support frame 40 as 1llustrated in FIGS. 1 through 84 of the
drawings. The support frame 40 can additionally include a
hitch 42 adapted for removably connecting to a vehicle such
as a tractor. The support frame 40 may be comprised of any
type of frame structure capable of supporting the hopper 20
in a movable manner 1n a field.

C. Hopper

[0029] The hopper 20 has a sidewall 24 extending upward
from the lower tloor 22 to an upper edge 33 thereof, and
defines a first end 35a, a second end 355 opposite the first
end 35q, and an interior space 31 for recerving and accom-
modating the crop 14 as best illustrated in FIGS. 55 to 3d
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and FIGS. 85 to 8d. The hopper 20 preferably has an
clongated rectangular shape structure with a longitudinal
axis that extends parallel to the longitudinal axis 43 of the
frame from a rear end to a front end of the hopper 20. The
length and width of the hopper 20 are also preferably similar
to the length and width of the support frame 40.

[0030] The hopper 20 1s configured to receive the field
crop 14 from, for example, a harvester as the crop cart
system 10 1s pulled alongside the harvester in the field. The
unloading door 28 movably connected to the unloading end
of the hopper 20 allows for selective unloading of the field
crop 14. One or more unloading actuators 29 are connected
to the sidewall 24 of the hopper 20 and the unloading door
28 to move the unloading door 28 1nto a closed position or
an open position. The unloading actuators 29 are preferably
hydraulic actuators controlled by the tractor, however, the
unloading actuators 29 may be electro-mechanical actuators.
The unloading door 28 is preferably pivotally attached at an
upper end thereol to or near the upper edge 33 of the
sidewall 24. The unloading door 28 1s preferably positioned
at the front end of the hopper 20, but may alternatively be
positioned at the rear end thereof.

[0031] The floor conveyor 30 1s movably positioned rela-
tive to the lower floor 22 and moves the field crop 14 within
the hopper 20. A drive motor moves the tloor conveyor 30
such that the upper run thereof adjacent the upper surface of
the floor 22 moves the field crop 14 1n a first direction toward
an opening exposed by the unloading door 28 when the
unloading door 28 1s in an open position. The drive motor 1s
preferably comprised of a hydraulic motor that 1s fluidly
connected to the tractor pulling the crop cart system 10, and
the speed of the floor conveyor 30 can be adjustably con-
trolled from the tractor. It will be appreciated that a faster
moving floor conveyor 30 will result 1n an increase in the
volume of crop 14 discharged to the unloading conveyor 60,
and vice versa.

[0032] The floor conveyor 30 additionally includes a
lower run that extends beneath the lower tloor 22 and moves
in a second direction opposite the first direction and away
from the opening exposed by the unloading door 28. The
floor conveyor 30 1s preferably comprised of a bar-type
conveyor having a plurality of cross members 34 (with or
without one piece rubber or flapped attachments) attached to
chains 32 that extend transverse to a movement path of the
floor conveyor 30. However, the tloor conveyor 30 may be
comprised of various other types of conveyors.

[0033] In certain embodiments, the hopper 20 1s pivotally
connected to the support frame 40 to allow the unloading
end 27 to be lifted upward to an unloading position and
lowered downward to a loading position. The hopper 20 can
be pivotally connected near the front end or the rear end of
the support frame 40. However, it 1s preferable that the
hopper 20 1s pivotally connected to the support frame 40 at
or near the rear end of the support frame 40 with the
unloading end 27 of the hopper 20 located 1n the front. The
unloading end 27 of the hopper 20 1s preferably near the
front end of the support frame 40. The hopper 20 1s pivotally
connected to the support frame 40 by one or more hinges 21
connected to or near the rear end of the support frame 40 and
to the rear portion of the hopper 20.

[0034] The lower floor 22 of the hopper 20 1s preferably

substantially horizontal when the hopper 20 1s in the loading
position. The lower floor 22 1s preferably comprised of a flat
and level planar structure to allow the floor conveyor 30 to




US 2018/0295778 Al

move along the upper surface of the lower floor 22. The
lower tloor 22 of the hopper 20 1s angled upwardly, prefer-
ably between 10 and 15 degrees towards the unloading end
27 when the hopper 20 1s in the unloading position. When
the unloading end 27 of the hopper 20 1s at the front end, the
lower floor 22 of the hopper 20 1s angled upwardly, again at
10 to 15 degrees from the rear end of the hopper 20 to the
front end of the hopper 20.

[0035] The hopper 20 may also include a second door
opposite the unloading door 28. However, if the unloading
door 28 1s located 1n the rear portion of the hopper 20, then
the second door would be located at the front portion of the
hopper 20. The rear door 26 may be used to unload a field
crop 14 or other particulate material from the hopper 20
opposite the unloading conveyor 60 by simply lifting the
front end of the hopper 20 without moving the floor con-
veyor 30.

[0036] The unloading conveyor 60 1s comprised of a first
segment 62 attached to the unloading end 27 of the hopper
20, a second segment 64 pivotally connected to a distal end
of the first segment 62, and a third segment 66 pivotally
connected to a distal end of the second segment 64. The first
segment 62 has a first frame, the second segment 64 has a
second frame, and the third segment 66 has a third frame.
The frame segments 62, 64, 66 arc independently movable
with respect to one another 1n a pivotal manner. The first
frame of the first segment 62 1s preferably non-movably
attached to the front end of the hopper 20 such that the upper
surface of the unloading conveyor 60 1s at or below the
upper surface of the lower tloor 22 of the hopper 20 to
receive the field crop 14.

D. Elevated Conveyor

[0037] The elevated conveyor 80 of the crop cart system
10 1s mounted to an upper portion 88 of the sidewall 24 of
the hopper 20 by support members 86 which connects to
opposite sides of the conveyor 80. The support members 86
can be brackets or other suitable mounting structures, but are
preferably structures which will not interfere with longitu-
dinal translation of the stopper 90, or with guided movement
of the crop 14 off of the conveyor 80 and into the interior
space 31 of the hopper 20 as further discussed below. The
brackets 86 can be attached, for example, to the upper edge
33 of the sidewall 24, and may be configured to attach and
detach the conveyor 80 from hopper 20 of the crop cart
system 10 so that the crop cart can be used with or without
the conveyor 80 and stopper 90 depending on the season and
application desired.

[0038] The elevated conveyor 80 1s configured to receive
a crop 14 at one of the first and second ends 82, 84 thereof,
and to longitudinally translate the crop 14 along the upper
portion 88 of the sidewall 24 (e.g., above or below the upper
edge 33 of the sidewall 24, but offset from the floor 22 of the
hopper 20) toward the other of the first and second ends 82,
84. In the embodiments of FIGS. 1-7, the crop 14 1s received
by the elevated conveyor 80 at the first end 82, with the first
end 82 operatively disposed vertically underneath and
aligned with the output end 93 of a supply conveyor 91. The
crop 14 can be longitudinally translated across the upper
portion 88 of the hopper 20 toward the second end 84 of the
conveyor 80 without any elevation or downward movement
relative to the floor 22. However, as shown in FIG. 7, 1n
certain embodiments, the conveyor 80 can be inclined
relative to the upper edge 33 of the sidewall 24 (which may
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be substantially level or inclined relative to the ground) such
that the crop 14 1s elevated by the conveyor 80 relative to the
hopper 20 as it 1s longitudinally translated along the upper
portion 88. Such incline of the conveyor 80 allows more
crop 14 to fit in the hopper 20. In other embodiments, the
conveyor 80 may include sections which lower the crop 14
and/or adjust i height or orientation.

[0039] The conveyor 80 preferably extends substantially
the entire length of the floor 22 such that the ends 82, 84
thereof are disposed at or adjacent the respective first and
second ends 35a, 355 of the sidewall 24. In this manner, the
crop 14 can be translated across the entire longitudinal
length of the hopper 20 1n an elevated position, and depos-
ited in a more controlled and evenly distributive manner
(both longitudinally and transversely) throughout the hopper
20. It will be appreciated that elevated conveyors which are
shorter 1n length, or multiple elevated conveyors coupled to
one another, may be utilized 1n accordance with various
embodiments of the present disclosure. The conveyor 80 1s
preferably centrally located about the longitudinal axis of
the hopper 20, and may be positioned entirely above, along,
or below the upper edge 33 of the sidewall 24.

[0040] Similar to the floor conveyor 30, the elevated
conveyor 80 can be driven by a drive motor such that the
upper run thereot moves the field crop 14 1n a longitudinal
direction. The drive motor can include a hydraulic motor
flmidly coupled by a transport vehicle coupling to the ends
thereof. It will be appreciated that a faster moving elevated
conveyor 80 will increase the flow rate of crop 14 loaded
into the hopper 20.

[0041] The elevated conveyor 80 additionally includes a
lower run that extends below the upper run 81, but is
preferably always above the level of crop 14 loaded 1nto the
hopper 20, and moves 1n a second longitudinal direction
opposite the first direction of travel of the crop 14. The
clevated conveyor 80 can be a bar-type conveyor having a
plurality of cross members 89 (FIG. 5b), with or without one
piece rubber or flapped attachments such as those attached
to chains 32, that extend transverse to a movement path of
the elevated conveyor 80. As described above with respect
to the tloor conveyor 30, the elevated conveyor can include
various other types of conveyors.

E. Stopper

[0042] The crop cart system 10 includes a stopper 90
mounted above the conveyor 80. The stopper 90 1s config-
ured to stop longitudinal translation of the crop 14 on the
conveyor 80 at a predetermined longitudinal position, and to
guide the crop 14 into the hopper 20, preferably on opposite
sides of the conveyor 80. The stopper 90 1s mounted with a
bracket structure 98 or other suitable mounting structure to
the conveyor 80 or upper edge 33 of the sidewall 24. The
stopper 90 can be fixed 1n place by the bracket structure 98
with a bottom surface of the stopper 90 positioned flush with
the upper run 81 of the conveyor 80. It will be appreciated
that 1n order to avoid damage to the stopper 90 or upper run
81 of the conveyor 80, the stopper 90 should not be
positioned to contact the conveyor 80 too tightly. The
stopper 90 1s preferably positioned close enough to the
conveyor 80 to stop the crop 14 from passing underneath 1t
or becoming jammed 1n any gap therebetween. Rollers 11
(e.g., two small Wheel rollers with bearings that push the
stopper 90 just off of the upper run 81 of the conveyor 80)
may be utilized on the bottom surface of the stopper 90 to
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prevent excess Iriction between the stopper 90 and the
conveyor 80 (FIGS. 2) should contact between the two be
desired depending on the general size of the crop 14 being
loaded. In various embodiments, soft materials may be
utilized for the stopper 90 to reduce stress on the crop 14 as
it impacts the stopper 90. By way of example, the stopper 90
may be constructed from a steel backer frame with UHMW
(Ultra-high-molecular-weight polyethylene) portions bolted
to the front surfaces 92, 94 thereof.

[0043] As shown i FIGS. 1-2, 5a4-5d, and 6-8d, the
stopper 90 1s substantially the same width as the conveyor
80, and can be wedge-shaped, symmetric, and configured to
substantially equalize flow of the crop 14 into the hopper 20
on opposite sides thereof. This division of the flow of crop
14 1s accomplished by the first and second front surfaces 92,
94 of the stopper 90, as well as the front center point 96,
which together split the flow of crop 14 and direct 1t in
opposed transverse directions, off of the conveyor 80, and
into the hopper 20. The front center point 96 1s preferably
centrally located in the stopper 90 such that it aligns with the
central longitudinal axis of the conveyor 80 when the
stopper 90 1s aligned widthwise with the conveyor 80. While
the stopper 90 1s 1llustrated as wedge-shaped, the straight
surfaces 92, 94 can alternatively be curved or rounded, and
various other shapes and configurations of the stopper 90
can be utilized to split and divert crop 14 from the conveyor
80 1nto the hopper 20.

[0044] The stopper 90 1s preferably detachably mounted to
the conveyor 80 and longitudinally translatable relative
thereto so that 1t can be placed at predetermined longitudinal
positions along the conveyor 80. Such detachable mounting,
may be accomplished by, for example, moving the mounting,
bracket structure 98 along an elongated member 97 (FIG. 2)
which 1s mounted to the conveyor 80 and extends parallel
thereto. The mounting bracket structure 98 and stopper 90
may be translated to a desired longitudinal position on the
clongated member 97 (corresponding to a desired longitu-
dinal position of the stopper 90 on the conveyor 80) by
using, for example, the control system 100 of FIG. 9. As
shown 1n FI1G. 9, the control system 100 includes a hydraulic
system 102 with a control unit 104 operatively associated
with a drive motor 106 (e.g., an orbital motor that converts
hydraulic energy into mechanical energy). The control unit
104 can include a user operated lever which allows for
manual actuation of hydraulic actuators 103 connected to the
drive motor 106 for moving the stopper 90 longitudinally
toward the first and second ends 82, 84 of the conveyor 80.

[0045] As shown in FIG. 2, the stopper 90 can be mechani-
cally coupled to a chain 99q or cable (not shown) operatively
associated with the drive motor of the control system 100.
The chain 994 or cable 1s preferably an endless loop but may
be comprised of a non-endless loop structure. A non-flexible
structure may alternatively be used instead of the chain 994
or cable also. The chain 99a¢ runs along the elongated
member 97 and 1s looped over pulleys, sprockets or gears
99H, 99¢. The bottom of the bracket structure 98 cups the
clongated member 97 and 1s coupled to the chain 99a. In this
manner, a user can simply pull and push a lever of the
control system 100 to selectively diverge the feed of crop 14
at desired longitudinal locations on the conveyor 80 as
turther discussed below. There 1s no fastening involved, and
the process can be done on the go, ensuring the quickest load
time possible. The chain 99a, pulleys, sprockets or gears

995, 99¢, and rollers 11 are shown 1in FIG. 2, but have been
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removed from the remaining figures for ease of viewing. It
will be appreciated that the control system 100 may addi-
tionally or alternatively allow for automated actuation of the
hydraulic actuators and drive motor which move the stopper
90. Other suitable fastening and translational means may be
utilized, but 1t will be appreciated that translation of the
stopper 90 1s preferably controlled remotely from a user
platform. Such selective longitudinal placement of the stop-
per 90 allows for greater control over loading and more
uniform distribution of crop 14, both longitudinally and
transversely, across various sections of the hopper 20 with-
out using any form of telescoping equipment, which would
be expensive, time consuming, and inetlicient.

[0046] The conveyor 80 and stopper 90 described above
and shown 1n the illustrative exemplary embodiments of the
figures may be used, for example, for dropping seed 1n the
hopper 20 for later use 1n potato planting. In such embodi-
ments, the hopper 20 may be loaded using the conveyor 80
alter the hopper 20 has, for example, already been filled with
seed 14, and then unloaded leaving a small pile of crop 14
at the front end thereof. For example, a hopper 20 may have
previously been loaded by conventional means such as side
loading, and then unloaded leaving a small pile of crop 14.
Loading an already partially filled hopper 20 reduces the
drop the seeds undergo from the conveyor 80 to the hopper
20, and thus the potential for damaging the seeds. Addition-
ally, 11 a significant portion of the hopper 20 has been
partially filled, then the user can easily reach gaps remaining
in the hopper 20 that the seed crop 14 has not filled.

[0047] The center point 96 of the stopper 90 may also be
rounded or smoothed out to reduce stress on the crop 14. It
will also be appreciated that the elevated conveyor 80 can be
utilized without the stopper 90. In such embodiments, the
crop 14 will simply translate to and roll ofl the second end
84 of the conveyor 80.

F. Operation

[0048] The system 10 can operate in accordance and
conjunction with various embodiments, systems, and meth-
odologies disclosed 1n U.S. Patent Publication No. 2016/
0360704, which 1s hereby incorporated by reference herein
in 1ts entirety. It 1s also anticipated that various combinations
of the loading and unloading systems and parts described
herein may be utilized individually and 1n combination. By
way ol example, with reference to FIGS. 5aq-5d, an exem-
plary loading process of a crop 14 using the elevated
conveyor 80 1s shown. FIG. 5a shows a configuration of the
loading system (e.g., of conveyor 80 and stopper 90 of
system 10) in which the hopper 20 and the conveyor 80 are
configured for loading, but the stopper 90 has not yet been
positioned near the second end 84 of the conveyor 80 (e.g.,
at the desired starting point in the embodiment of FIGS.
5a-5d), and the crop 14 has not yet been loaded onto the
supply conveyor 91. Crop 14 may or may not be already be
present at the front portion of the hopper 20 at this point.
FIGS. 5b-5d show the itroduction of new crop 14 loaded
via the elevated conveyor 80, which 1nitially adds to a small
pile of crop 14 left over at the second end 84 after a prior
unloading operation. As discussed, the 1nitial small pile of
crop 14 1s not necessary and may exist solely because of not
entirely emptying out the hopper or intentionally left 1n the
hopper to help reduce the distance of drop for the crop or
seed.




US 2018/0295778 Al

[0049] Turning now to FIG. 5b, a configuration of the
loading system 1s shown 1n which the stopper 90 has been
longitudinally positioned at a first longitudinal position 85a
(e.g., using the control system 100 and drive mechanism
discussed above with respect to FIGS. 2 and 9) at or adjacent
the second end 84 of the conveyor 80, and the crop 14 1s
loaded into the hopper 20. The crop 14 i1s longitudinally
translated across the output end 93 of the supply conveyor
91, dropped onto the second end 84 of the conveyor 80, and
longitudinally translated across substantially the entire
length of the conveyor 80 before it 1s guided off of the
conveyor 80 by the stopper 90. It will be appreciated that as
the crop 14 falls off of the end of the output end 93, a first
small portion may fall directly into the hopper 20 and a
second small portion may strike the conveyor 80 and then
tall into the hopper 20, but a significant portion of the crop
14 will land and stay on the first end 82 of the conveyor 80,
and be longitudinally transported along the upper portion 88
of the sidewall 24 to the stopper 90 at the second end 84.

[0050] As the crop 14 reaches the stopper 90, 1ts longitu-
dinal translation 1s diverted by the center point 96 and the
surfaces 92, 94 of the stopper 90, which guide the crop 14
ofl of the conveyor 80 on opposite sides thereof. It will be
appreciated that initially the crop 14 will gain downward
momentum as it 1s guided oil of the conveyor 80 1n opposed
transverse directions at the stopper 90 due to 1ts height
relative to the level of crop 14 below 1t, which may allow for
a more uniform distribution across transverse sections of the
hopper 20 as 1t lands on the existing small pile of crop 14.
It will also be appreciated that increasing or decreasing the
speed of the conveyor 80 will affect the degree to which the
crop 14 1s detlected by the stopper 90 toward the sidewall 24.
The crop 14 will also backfill on the floor 22 1n opposed
longitudinal directions, but will principally accumulate at
and adjacent the longitudinal position throughout the hopper
20 corresponding to the longitudinal position of the stopper
90 as shown.

[0051] The speed of the conveyor 80 may be varied
depending on the sensitivity of the crop 14. The position of
the stopper 90 1n FIG. 56 may be the 1nitial position during,
loading, or may be, for example, a second longitudinal
position aiter placing the stopper 90 at a first longitudinal
position even closer to the front end of the hopper 20. During,
loading, the floor conveyor 30 1s preferably stationary, but
may alternatively be operated in conjunction with the
clevated conveyor 80, particularly during early loading
stages to aid with uniform distribution across the hopper 20.
The elevated conveyor 80 1s preferably run with the floor
conveyor 30 stationary to prevent product from dropping on
the Boom and to the ground as the hopper 20 fills up if the
Boom 1s running. The present system 10 enables a user to
load the hopper 20 of the crop cart 14 without moving the
hopper 20 at all.

[0052] FIG. 5¢ shows a configuration of the loading sys-
tem 1n which the stopper 90 has been longitudinally posi-
tioned using control system 100 at about the longitudinal
midpoint of the conveyor 80 (e.g., the second longitudinal
position 855H) and hopper 20. After the crop 14 reaches a
certain level with the stopper 90 at the longitudinal position
of FIG. 55, the conveyor 80 1s stopped and the stopper 90 1s
moved to the longitudinal position of FIG. 5¢. As shown, the
crop 14 continues to fill up the hopper 20 between the first

end 35a of the sidewall 24 and the middle of the hopper 20,
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though 1t will be appreciated that crop 14 will also start to
back fill the floor 22 between the stopper 90 and the second
end 35b.

[0053] FIG. 54 shows a configuration of the loading
system 1n which the stopper 90 has been longitudinally
positioned at a third longitudinal position 85¢ at or adjacent
the first end 82 of the conveyor 80. The crop 14 continues
to be fed on to the conveyor 80 as discussed above,
longitudinally translated to the stopper 90, and 1s guided off
of the conveyor 80 by the stopper 90.

[0054] The stopper 90 can be moved back and forth to any
number of longitudinal positions along the length of the
conveyor 80 during loading. When a particularly sensitive
crop or seed 14 1s loaded, i1t will be appreciated that reducing
the drop between the supply conveyor 91 and the elevated
conveyor 80, as well as the drop between the elevated
conveyor 80 and the top level of the crop 14 in the hopper
20, will reduce damage to the crop or seed 14. Additionally,
using an increasingly steep angle for the wedge of the
stopper 90 to guide the crop 14 off of the conveyor 80 (e.g.
such that the direction of motion of the crop 14 as 1t falls
from the conveyor 80 will be largely longitudinal) and/or
curved surfaces for the front of the stopper 90 without a
center point 96 may help reduce damage to the crop 14 as 1t
impacts the stopper 90. Since minimal drop of crop 14 1is
desired, a pile can be created at the rear of the crop cart (e.g.,
if the conveyor 80 1s inclined as 1n FIG. 7, then the shortest
distance between the conveyor 80 and the floor 22 will be at
the rear of the hopper 20). Once the pile of crop 14 has been
created, the lever of the control system 100 can be slowly
pushed to bump the stopper 90 slowly to the front of the
hopper 20 and keep the pile going. It will be appreciated that
this process will create minimal drop of the crop 14 the
entire way from the front to the rear of the hopper 20 until

it 1s full.

[0055] Turning now to FIGS. 8a-8d, an exemplary rear to
front methodology of loading by the system 10 1s shown.
FIG. 8a shows a configuration of the loading system (e.g., of
conveyor 80 and stopper 90 of system 10) in which the
hopper 20 and the conveyor 80 are configured for loading,
but the stopper 90 has not yet been positioned near the first
end 82 of the conveyor 80 (e.g., at the desired starting point
in the embodiment of FIGS. 8a-84), and the crop 14 has not
yet been loaded onto the supply conveyor 91. Crop 14 may
or may not be already be present in the hopper 20 at this
point.

[0056] FIG. 8b shows a configuration of the loading
system 1n which the stopper 90 has been moved to the
longitudinal position 85¢ at or adjacent the first end 82 of the
conveyor 80, and the crop 14 1s loaded 1nto the hopper 20.
The crop 14 1s longitudinally translated across the output
end 93 of the supply conveyor 91, and dropped onto the first
end 82 of the conveyor 80.

[0057] FIG. 8¢ shows a configuration of the loading sys-
tem 1n which the stopper 90 has been longitudinally posi-
tioned at about the longitudinal midpoint of the conveyor 80
(the longitudinal position 8356) and hopper 20. After the crop
14 reaches a certain level with the stopper 90 at the longi-
tudinal position of FIG. 35, the conveyor 80 1s stopped and
the stopper 1s moved to the longitudinal position of FIG. 5c¢.
As shown, the crop 14 continues to fill up the hopper 20
between the second end 336 of the sidewall 24 and the
middle of the hopper 20, though 1t will be appreciated that
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crop 14 will also start to back fill the floor 22 between the
stopper 90 and the first end 35a.

[0058] FIG. 8d shows a configuration of the loading
system 1n which the stopper 90 has been moved to the
longitudinal position 834 at or adjacent the second end 84 of
the conveyor 80. The crop 14 continues to be fed on to the
conveyor 80 as discussed above, and longitudinally trans-
lated across substantially the entire length of the conveyor

80 before 1t 1s guided off of the conveyor 80 by the stopper
90.

[0059] The loading systems and methodologies described
above for the crop cart system 10 can be repeated until the
hopper 20 1s filled with crop 14, or until the crop 14 reaches
a desired level 1n the hopper 20. The hopper 20 can be filled
in a single front to rear or rear to front operation as described
above with respect to FIGS. 5a to 54 and FIGS. 8a to 84, or
through cycling between these operations. It will be appre-
ciated that since the conveyor 80 and stopper 90 are detach-
able, the crop cart system 10 can additionally be used for
various alternative functions without this loading system as
described in U.S. Patent Publication No. 2016/0360704,
which 1s incorporated by reference herein 1n 1ts entirety. In
particular, the user can connect a tractor to the hitch 42 of the
support frame 40 and flumidly connect all of the actuators and
drive motors to the hydraulic system of a tractor. Pulling the
crop cart system 10 (without the elevated conveyor 80 and
stopper 90) alongside a harvester with the hopper 20 1n the
lowered loading position, a harvester can {ill the hopper 20
with a field crop 14 such as sugar beets. When the hopper 20
1s full, the user can pull the crop cart system 10 to an
unloading location to unload the field crop 14 to a transport
vehicle to be transported to a desired location (e.g. a
processing facility). The user can then lift the front end of
the hopper 20 using the actuators 50, 52. Once the hopper 20
1s fully elevated to an unloading height, the user can extend
the unloading conveyor 60 outwardly to an extended posi-
tion, and pull forwardly alongside the transport vehicle until
the discharge end of the unloading conveyor 60 1s aligned
with the desired unloading location in the box of the
transport vehicle. The user can then open the unloading door
28 and activate both the tloor conveyor 30 and the unloading
conveyor 60 to move the field crop 14 from the hopper 20
to the unloading conveyor 60, and then into the box of the
transport vehicle. As the unloading conveyor 60 1s horizon-
tal or substantially horizontal during unloading, the field
crop 14 does not roll back, and less hydraulic fluid 1s
required to move the field crop 14 during unloading. Once
the hopper 20 and unloading conveyor 60 are empty, the
transport vehicle pulls forwardly and away from the crop
cart system 10. The user then lowers the hopper 20 to the
loading position and retracts the unloading conveyor 60.

[0060] Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scien-
tific terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this
invention belongs. Although methods and materials similar
to or equivalent to those described herein can be used 1n the
practice or testing of the crop cart loading system, suitable
methods and materials are described above. All publications,
patent applications, patents, and other references mentioned
herein are icorporated by reference 1n their entirety to the
extent allowed by applicable law and regulations. The crop
cart loading system may be embodied in other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or essential attributes
thereol, and 1t 1s therefore desired that the present embodi-
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ment be considered in all respects as 1illustrative and not
restrictive. Any headings utilized within the description are

for convenience only and have no legal or limiting eflect.

1. A crop cart for loading a crop, comprising;:
a hopper having a floor and a sidewall extending from the

floor to an upper edge thereot, the sidewall defining a
first end, a second end opposite the first end, and an

interior space for accommodating a crop; and

a conveyor mounted to the hopper and configured to
receive a crop at the first end, and to longitudinally
translate the crop above the floor toward the second
end;

wherein the hopper defines a longitudinal axis between
the first end and the second end, and the conveyor 1s
centrally located about the longitudinal axis;

wherein the conveyor 1s inclined from the first end to the
second end of the conveyor;

wherein first end of the conveyor 1s configured to align
with and receive crop from a supply conveyor external
to the hopper.

2. (canceled)

3. The crop cart of claim 1, wherein the upper edge of the
sidewall 1s substantially flat.

4. The crop cart of claim 1, wherein the conveyor raises
the crop relative to the hopper during longitudinal transla-
tion of the crop along the conveyor.

5. The crop cart of claim 1, wherein the conveyor extends
from the one of the first and second ends where the crop 1s
received to a longitudinal position at or adjacent the other of
the first and second ends.

6. (canceled)

7. (canceled)

8. The crop cart of claam 1, wherein the conveyor 1s
mounted to the hopper by a plurality of support members
attached to the upper edge of the sidewall.

9. The crop cart of claam 1, wherein the conveyor 1s
configured to longitudinally translate the crop above the
upper edge of the sidewall from a first position at or adjacent
the first end to a second position at or adjacent the second
end.

10. A crop cart for loading a crop, comprising:

a hopper having a floor and a sidewall extending from the
floor to an upper edge thereot, the sidewall defining a
first end, a second end opposite the first end, an upper
portion, and an interior space for accommodating a
Crop;

a conveyor mounted to an upper portion of the hopper, the
conveyor configured to receive and longitudinally
translate a crop along the upper portion of the hopper;
and

a stopper positioned above the conveyor, the stopper
configured to stop longitudinal translation of the crop
on an upper surface of the conveyor along the upper
portion of the hopper, and to the crop into the hopper;

wherein the stopper 1s wedge-shaped and configured to
substantially equalize flow of the crop into the hopper
on opposite sides of the hopper.

11. (canceled)

12. The crop cart of claim 10, wherein the stopper 1s
substantially the same width as the conveyor.

13. The crop cart of claim 10, wherein the stopper 1s
detachably mounted to the conveyor and longitudinally
translatable relative thereto.
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14. The crop cart of claim 10, wherein the conveyor 1s
inclined relative to the upper edge of the sidewall such that
the conveyor raises the crop relative to the hopper during
longitudinal translation of the crop, and wherein the stopper
guides the crop 1n a direction transverse to the longitudinally
extending conveyor.

15. The crop cart of claam 10, wherein the conveyor 1s
attached to the upper edge of the sidewall.

16. A system for loading and unloading a crop cart,
comprising:

a hopper having a floor and a sidewall extending from the
floor to an upper edge thereot, the sidewall defining a
first end, a second end opposite the first end, an upper
portion, and an interior space for accommodating a
Crop;

a loading conveyor mounted to an upper portion of the
hopper, the loading conveyor configured to receive,
longitudinally translate, and direct the crop into the
interior space of the hopper;

a stopper positioned above the conveyor, the stopper
configured to stop longitudinal translation of the crop
on the conveyor along the upper portion of the hopper,
and to the crop ito the hopper;

wherein the stopper 1s wedge-shaped and configured to
substantially equalize flow of the crop into the hopper
on opposite sides of the hopper

a tloor conveyor operatively associated with the floor of
the hopper and configured to move the crop within the
interior space; and

an unloading conveyor attached to the hopper and con-
figured to receive the crop from the hopper and trans-
port the crop away from the hopper.

17. The system according to claim 16, further comprising

a support frame having a front end, a rear end, and a plurality
of wheels rotatably attached to the support frame for mov-
ably supporting the support {frame above a ground surface,
wherein the frame supports the hopper.
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18. The system according to claim 16, wherein the loading
conveyor 1s configured to load crop nto the interior space of
the hopper incrementally from the first end to the second
end, and from the second end to the first end.

19. (canceled)

20. The system according to claim 16, further comprising
a plurality of mounting brackets for detachably mounting the
stopper to the conveyor system such that the stopper 1s
longitudinally translatable along the conveyor system.

21. The crop cart of claim 1, mcluding a stopper posi-
tioned above the conveyor, the stopper configured to stop
longitudinal translation of the crop on an upper surface of
the conveyor along the upper portion of the hopper, and to
the crop into the hopper, wherein the stopper 1s wedge-
shaped and configured to substantially equalize flow of the
crop to the hopper on opposite sides of the hopper.

22. The crop cart of claim 10, wherein the stopper 1s
connected to the conveyor 1n a movable manner, wherein the
stopper moves longitudinally between the first end and the
second end of the conveyor to correspondingly deposit crop
between a first end and a second of the hopper.

23. The crop cart of claim 22, wherein the stopper 1s
connected to an actuator that moves the stopper longitudi-
nally between the first end and the second end of the
CONVeyor.

24. The system of claim 16, wherein the stopper i1s
connected to the conveyor 1n a movable manner, wherein the
stopper moves longitudinally between the first end and the
second end of the conveyor to correspondingly deposit crop
between a first end and a second of the hopper.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein the stopper i1s
connected to an actuator that moves the stopper longitudi-
nally between the first end and the second end of the
CONveyor.
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